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Parliament, especially in districts where Puritanism was prevalent.
Of the towns, cathedral cities such, as York and Chester were usually royalist in feeling. The universities of Oxford and Cambridge were for the King, but the representatives of the towns were in each case Parliamentarians. " London/' which Milton calls " the mansion house of liberty/' and Clarendon, "the sink of the ill-humours of the kingdom/' was the headquarters of Puritanism, and most manufacturing or trading towns were anti-royalist. " Manchester," says Clarendon, " from the beginning, out of that factious humour which possessed most corporations and the pride of their wealth, opposed the King and declared magisterially for the Parliament." Birmingham, though little more than a village, " was of as great fame for hearty, wilful, affected disloyalty to the King as any place in England/' The clothing towns of the West Riding of Yorkshire and the manufacturing districts of Somersetshire and Gloucestershire were also hostile to Charles. In the latter counties, according to Clarendon,
" the gentlemen of ancient families were for the most part well affected to the King, yet there were a people of inferior degree, who by good husbandry, clothing, and other thriving arts, had gotten very great fortunes, and by degrees getting themselves into the gentlemen's estates were angry that they found not themselves in the same esteem and reputation with those whose estates they had ; and therefore studied all ways to make themselves considerable. These from the beginning were fast friends. \Q the Parliament."